
picture of a horse they identified with. Later in the morning an opportunity was
available to tell why they choose a particular horse. The day began with opening
remarks by Jamie Paxton, Executive Director Little Blessings, and Carolyn Nagy,
Coordinator WVI. The day was filled with a variety of activities, such as: a barrel
race, horses to pet, horse head coloring and a tour of the ranch. Laugher and
conversation accompanied each activity. A photo opportunity was available at the
“Her Reins, Her Power” photo booth. The photo area was decorated with ballons,
cowgirl boots and hats.

To quench everyone’s thirst there was the “Boots N’ Bubbles” mocktail bar
featuring a variety of three beverages arranged by color (red, white and blue) and
trays of chocolate covered fruit. Yummy. The casual catered lunch was a delicious
taco bar with all the trimmings.

To close the day everyone gathered outside around the fire pit for a closing
ceremony, presentation of raffle baskets and the opportunity to share their story.
Each women veteran was presented with a pink carnation to take home with them
in remembrance of their special day.

A special thank you to Little Blessings, WVI, sponsors and volunteers for making
this such a great day. Little Blessings information: 5725 Sterns Road, Ottawa
Lake, MI - 419-779-0342 - www.lbveteranoutreach.org

Photo provided by: C. Nagy
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Salute to Carpentry

The Inspired Lumbar
Project offers a free 6-week
Salute to Carpentry
Woodworking Course for
the seasoned woodworker
or those curious to learn a
new skill. The course
provides the veteran with a
great opportunity to
connect, build new skills,
and enjoy camaraderie of
working together on hands-
on projects. Address: 3156
W. Central Ave. Toledo.
419-754-1408. Veteran
application:
www.inspiredlumbarprojects
.org.

WVI has at least three
members participating in
classes and all are enjoying
learning a new skill.

Habitat for Humanity:
Restore

Restore (1310 Conant
Street, Maumee) will offer
veterans 50% off items
(limit $200.00)
if you mention United States
Vets, Inc. when checking
out. FYI: Women Veterans
Initiative is the initiative of
United States Vets, Inc.

In recognition of Women
Veterans Appreciation Day,
Little Blessings Veterans
Outreach and Women
Veterans Initiative co-
sponsored “SHEroes at the
Ranch” on June 14 from
11:00am – 3:00pm at Little
Blessings. The thirteen
veterans in attendance
received a gift bag and the
opportunity to select a

http://www.lbveteranoutreach.org/
http://www.inspiredlumbarprojects.org/
http://www.inspiredlumbarprojects.org/
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The myheroes appreciation day at the Hollywood Cascio (Rossford) has changed to Penn Heroes. If you have
the old card or would like to enroll in the program, stop at the Service Desk. If this is your first card, you will
need military ID. Once you have the Penn Heroes card, find the nearest kiosk, swipe the card, enter your pin
number and select promotions. Promotions are available daily from 5:00am – 11:59pm daily. Every Monday
veterans will receive 50% off their meal in all the restaurants. If you bring a guest stop at the Service Desk and
have their name added to the card for the half off meal.

Hollywood Casino: Veterans Program

The June 3rd Honor Flight included two WVI members, Pat
Leathem (Navy) as a veteran attendee and Denise Schantz
(Navy) served as the guardian for Pat Miller (brother-in-law).
Schantz writes “This was my second time as a guardian and
what I observed is all the visual gains. We connected with some
old and new comrades and saw the comfort the visit seemed to
bring. There were silent tears for memories shared and for some
that were just remembered. Long hugs were given and received;
others merely rested their head on a shoulder. Many words were
spoken and many were silent. The veteran returned home to
family, friends and the public where they were greeted with
Respect, Gratitude and a Heartfelt, Welcome Home!”

During the dinner stop at the Military Women’s Memorial,
Leathem was presented with a certificate of her service history.
Service information can be submitted by veterans and/or family
members at www.womensmemorial.org. The Memorial’s mission
is to honor military women, past and present, for their service
and to remember those who paved the way.

The remaining 2025 flights are September 9 and October 14.
Applications and information can be found at
flagcityhonorflight.org.

Photos:
Top: Schantz and Miller
Bottom: Leathem

Flag City Honor Flight

Women in the News
The following women veterans have recently been elected to America legion leadership roles:

American Legion Post #587 Sonia Trotter (Army/Navy) Commander Christine Fleischman (Army) 1st
Vice Commander
American Legion Post #553 Nicole Rush (Army) Commander Mary Hodge (Army) Sgt. At Arms

Congratulations!

http://www.womensmemorial.org/
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Veteran Cookout: There will be a free Senior/Veteran Cookout at the Lucas County Fairgrounds (1401 Key
Street, Maumee) on Wednesday, July 9 from 11:00am – 3:00pm in the green Art and Crafts building. Menu:
Bean soup, cornbread, salad and dessert. After lunch check out the resource displays or stay for the Lucas
County Fair.
H.O.O.V.E.S. Veteran Services Appreciation Day: will be July 19, 2025 from 2:00-6:00pm at 4055 Wilkins
Road, Swanton.
Veteran Family Picnic: The free annual summer picnic will be held Sunday, July 20 from 11:00am-3:00pm.
Lunch served at noon. Location: Mary Jane Gill Shelter (Swan Creek Metropark 4301 Airport Hwy.) RSVP:
July 16 by calling Chris at 419-206-5979 or chriscremean@yahoo.com
Henry Ford Museum will exhibit “Our War Too: Women in Service” until September 7, 2025. Lamy’s Diner,
located in the museum, will serve a 40’s Home Front Special from 11:00am-3:00pm.
Women Build (Habitat for Humanity) has begun building a home for a single mother of four at 4710 Chicory.
WVI has volunteered to assist with the build on August 28 from 8:30am – 3:00pm. A team of eight volunteers
is needed. No experience needed. This is a free build day therefore no cost to the volunteer. Just bring your
lunch. RSVP as soon as possible to cenagy@bex.net.
Operation: Color with Confidence is a workshop designed to help discover the color that works best for
each woman. Operation Color with Confidence will be held September 14, 2025 from 2:00pm-4:00pm at
Genesis Village. More information will be posted when available.

Save the Date:

Housing Help
Great Lakes Community Action Partnership (GLCAP) has a variety of veteran-specific services based on
service area (i.e. Lucas County). Some of the services offered are: assistance with past due rent, first
month’s rent and/or security deposit, utility assistance and/or deposit plus case management and
connections to VA and community services. To receive these services the veteran must meet criteria
regarding housing status such as, 80% or below the county’s median income. Housing units must meet
program requirements and the landlord must be willing to work with GLCAP. Information: 1-800-775-9767 or
glcap.org/housinghelp.

Legal Clinic
The Lucas County Veteran Service Commission (2555 Arlington, Toledo) will host a legal clinic the first
Thursday of every month from 8:30am – 11:30am. The next legal clinic is July 3. The free legal clinic will
provide assistance with civil legal matters such as: eviction or foreclosure, child support and family law,
bankruptcy and other civil issues. Only Ohio legal issues will be addressed. No criminal issues. Any
questions. comments, or concerns please address to the Toledo Bar Association. Services provided by
Toledo Bar Association.

mailto:chriscremean@yahoo.com
mailto:cenagy@bex.net
http://glcap.org/housinghelp

