
Save the Date:

BINGO Party (Free)
Friday, October 24,
2025 from 6:00pm –
9:00pm at American
Legion Post 553 (206
South Bryne, Toledo).
Evening includes:
prizes, raffle baskets,
snacks and resource
tables. RSVP by
October 20 to
cenagy@bex.net.

NEWSLETTER
Women Build

WVI
Oct
2025

WVI is an initiative of the non-profit United States Vets, Inc.

Maumee Valley Habitat for
Humanity recognizes the
transformative impact of
homeownership for women, with
80% of their homeowners being
single female heads of household.
Women Build is a vital initiative that
empowers women to collaborate
and serve their communities,
offering a meaningful way to
engage friends and family of all
ages in impactful work that sends a
powerful message of solidarity and
empowerment.

Maumee Valley Habitat for Humanity writes “Every woman has the power
to change the world”. Therefore, when the opportunity to join a Women
Build opened for August 28, 2025 WVI formed an eight women team and
reported to the Chicory Drive construction site by 8:30am. The team
received a safety briefing and gear, agenda for the day and an
opportunity to tour the three homes being constructed. Next the team
swept floors, moved supplies, covered tubs, inserted insulation around
door frames, and measured, cut and applied siding to the front of the
house.

The lunch break provided the opportunity to get to know their team mates
better. It was discovered that Jackie Kennedy is the owner of Mary
Poppins Cake Factory (Woodville, Ohio) when she distributed delicious
chocolate cupcakes.

A special thank you to team members, J. Kennedy (Army), B. Clawson
(Army), J. Batton (Navy), L. League (Army), M. Downs (Army), C. Nagy
(Army) plus Jessie and Jena and the construction site crew, John and
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Women Build (cont.)

Before becoming America’s beloved chef, Julia McWilliams Child served her country in WWII. Too
tall to enlist, she joined the Office of Strategic Services (OSS), the precursor to today’s CIA, as one
of 4,500 women who served during the war. She worked at OSS HQ in Washington as a research
assistant for General William J. Donovan in the Secret Intelligence division. Julia later joined the
OSS Emergency Sea Rescue Equipment Section, where she developed shark repellant - a vital tool
during WWII. The repellant was applied to explosives aimed at German U-boats, preventing curious
sharks from accidently detonating them before they reached their targets.

Julia later served overseas in Ceylon (Sri Lanka) and China as Chief of the OSS Registry, handling
top secret communications. For her work in China, she was awarded the Emblem of Meritorious
Civilian Service. It was during her service that she met her husband, Paul Child, who introduced her
to French cuisine and inspired the culinary passion that made her a legend. Julia’s legacy endures
not only in the kitchen, but also in her dedication and service to country.

Article Military Women’s Memorial August 2025
Photo: J. Child in Ceylon
Photo provided by: The web

Mike for their patience and clear instructions.

Interested in volunteering, contact Bonnie Berland at bberland@mvhabitat.org or 419-382-1964.
Additional, photos posted on the Women Veterans Initiative of North West Ohio Facebook page.

Photo: Women Build Team
Photo provided by: C. Nagy
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Peer Support Group for Women Veterans

It’s important to note that this is not a therapy group—it is a peer-led community built on mutual
support, trust, and shared understanding.

Program Dates: September 11 – December 11 (or until the group chooses to conclude).

To join or learn more: Email Dr. Archer at  drsearcher@pobox.com.

Moral Injury Support Network for Servicewomen (MISNS) is honored
to announce the launch of a free, women-only peer support group
designed specifically for survivors of Military Sexual Trauma (MST).

Led by Dr. Sarah Archer, this group will provide a safe, confidential
space where women veterans can share experiences, connect with
fellow survivors, and support one another in developing healthy
coping strategies.

MISNS offers a growing collection of
podcasts designed to inform, inspire,
and support the veteran community.

The podcast series brings together
voices from across the field—mental
health professionals, veteran
advocates, researchers, and
servicewomen themselves—to share
insights on topics ranging from moral
injury and military sexual trauma to
resilience, healing, and community
care.

Whether you’re a veteran, a family member, or a professional working in support of those who have
served, these conversations provide powerful stories and practical takeaways you can carry with
you. Explore the full library of episodes on our website:  MISNS Podcast Library

We encourage you to share this opportunity with other women veterans who may benefit from a safe
and supportive community. No one should feel alone on this journey.
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