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Summer Veteran 
Family Picnic Salute to Carpentry

WVI

United States Vets, Inc.
sponsored the annual veteran
picnic on Sunday, July 20 at
Swam Creek Metro Park.
Twenty-five veterans shared
conversation and tales of
humorous experiences,
participated in a raffle and ate
lots of picnic food. Thanks to
David Neal (Navy) for manning
the grill that served delicious
hamburgers and hot dogs.
One activity was a “Gratitude
Board”, here are a few of the
comments posted:

WVI is an initiative of the non-profit United States Vets, Inc.

Operation: Color Confidence: A fun workshop on style and color in
your wardrobe will be held September 14 from 2-4pm at Genesis
Village. Attend and find out what colors look best on you. Free. RSVP
by September 10 th to cenagy@bex.net or 419-893-5491.

“All the opportunities to develop into the person I am today”
“The freedom to eat. sleep, and shower whenever I want. The
freedom to raise my children as I choose. The freedom of
choosing whatever religion I want. The freedom of travel. The
freedom to speak my mind.”
“I am proud of serving my country and the experiences I have
gone through and the friends I have made”
“Freedom to me means having the ability to make my own
choices. To be thankful to all those who made that possible. Home
of the free because of the brave.”
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Invitation - Operation: Color Confidence

As reported in prior issues
of the WVI newsletter,
several members have
enjoyed the carpentry
classes. Sue Theisen
(Ohio National Guard) is
sharing a picture of her
project and would like to
convey how much she
enjoyed the classes and
would like to encourage
more veterans to enroll at
www.inspiredlumberproject
.org. Click on Veteran
Application under the
Salute to Carpentry tab or
call 419-754-1408 for
information.
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Stamm invited marine Tom Stamm to the WAVES Birthday celebration but stood him up
but on October 23, 1959 they married and had five children (4 sons, 1 daughter). Her
daughter (Patricia, Sgt. SMCR) retired from the marines. The family eventually moved to
Clyde, Ohio where they established a farm where she became involved in community and
military organizations. Stamm is also a charter member of the Military Women’s Memorial
and would like to encourage all women veterans to tell their story. Her home is filled with
all things Navy and she couldn’t be prouder to share her Navy experience through
pictures and other memorabilia.

Picture: T. Stamm
Picture provided by: C. Nagy

Teresa Hanst Stamm lived on a farm in Knox, PA where she took an active part in farm life. When
asked why she choose the Navy, Stamm replied that only the Navy recruiter showed up. Stamm
remembers she was to be in Pittsburgh at the Federal Building by 9:00am to enlist which met an
early start. At 4:30am Stamm, her sister and two friends were driving through a small town when they
were pulled over by the police who wanted to know why they were out so early. Stamm explained
that she was joining the Navy and had to be in Pittsburgh. The policeman replied “What’s wrong,
can’t you find a husband at home?”

Stamm served from October 1955 to April 1959 as YN3. After boot camp in Bainbridge she was
assigned to the Naval Station, Norfolk in legal, XO’s office and to the BOQ office. Stamm said “My
first trip past the piers was overwhelming. I had no idea how large a ship was; after all I had only
seen pictures of them.” The first ship Stamm went aboard was the USS Intrepid and if women were
allowed to serve on board she would have requested ship duty right then. Stamm was also on the
USS Vermillion, USS Forrestal and on board the USS Ranger for the commissioning ceremony.

Highlighting - Teresa Stamm

The WAVES’ Ebb Club was across the street where Stamm
ate her first pizza and it was the best. Stamm was a member
of the Naval Mixed Chorus (over 60 voices and the first
chorus of its kind in the military) which became very popular
entertaining on local TV, at fashion shows, station Variety
Show, the Morning Show (1956), and the Jimmy Dean Show
on the USS Iowa. In 1957 she was a cheerleader for the
Norfolk Naval Tars Football Team even though she knew
nothing about football. Stamm had a Navy driver’s license
which allowed her to drive the cheerleaders to games in the
Special Service Plymouth Station Wagon. A woman officer
had to accompany the cheerleaders and she was always the
front seat passenger. Various dignitaries visited the Norfolk
Naval Base, such as Vice President Richard Nixon and she
got to salute President Dwight D. Eisenhower. Later in life,
Stamm appeared on the Price is Right starring Drew Carey.
She didn’t win a new car but did win a swing that is still in
use. 


